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HCGM MISSION & MANDATE

WHO WE ARE
The Hellenic Community of Greater Montreal is a charitable organization which has been serving the 
Greek population of the Greater Montreal area (Montreal, Laval and South Shore regions) since 1906. 
For 112 years, the HCGM has been representing Montrealers of Hellenic Origin who settled and live in 
the Greater Montreal area.

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to preserve and promote the culture of the population of Greek origin in the Metropol-
itan area of Montreal, and particularly:

•	 to preserve and promote the Greek language
•	 to set up charitable, welfare, and educational organizations for the benefit of the population of 

Greek origin
•	 to preserve and perpetuate the Greek Orthodox faith and tradition under the authority of the Ecu-

menical Patriarchate of Constantinople

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

I would like to take advantage of this first HCGM Activity Re-
port to bring to your attention the critical importance and 
incredible contribution of this organization to the 67,000 
Hellenes in Greater Montreal.  We have 23,000  members, 
spread over a huge region with a population of 4.2 million 
people, covering 4,250 square kilometres, an area and a 
Greek population not that different from Laconia, Greece.

As you may have heard me say, this is the most organized 
and member focused community among the Greek Dias-
pora in the world, providing the widest range of services 
to members and non-members everywhere.

École Socrates-Démosthène encompasses six trilingual 
day schools serving 1,300 students from Pre-K to Elemen-
tary Schools and a High School, providing what is recog-
nized as excellent education outcomes, with our gradu-
ates having the choice of the best schools to attend upon 
graduation. In addition, our seven Saturday Supplemen-
tary Education programs serve 633 students from grade 
1 through 12 which are credited by the Quebec Ministry 
of Education.

Our six beautiful churches satisfy the spiritual needs of 
tens of thousands of our population and typically perform 
about 700 major sacraments each year (baptisms, wed-
dings and funerals).  This does not include the many me-
morials, several liturgies and services attended weekly by 
thousands of parishioners.

Our Social Services with four offices provide services to 
thousands who need it the most and which is a growing 
segment of our population. I am talking about the elderly, 
those who cannot take care of themselves or those who 
take care of others, plus recent immigrants from Greece, 
through direct interventions, referrals, weekly food bas-
kets, information sessions and activities.

Our three Sports Centers provide gymnasium facilities for 
our École Socrates-Démosthène students, plus for about 
20 groups per week who pay to use our facilities each year, 
including summer day camps for 100 children. 

We also offer Greek Studies for adults, both Greek and 
non-Greek, Cultural activities such as dance and theatre, 
Banquet facilities for National celebrations and other ac-
tivities, which are also rented out for weddings and events.

We also have a close relationship with six independent 
Daycares and the Foyer Hellenique pour personnes agees, 
including sharing space.

I am particularly proud of the major projects we accom-
plished including the complete rebuilding of Koimoisis 
Church after the tragic fire, the first phase of restoration of 
St George Cathedral, and the unveiling of the statue com-
memorating the Greek Immigrant.

I am extremely proud to state, that as you can see for your-
self, we absolutely fulfilled our mission and mandate, and 
will continue to do so for many years to come.

We do all this with minimum of financial resources and 
personnel. Close to 95% of the HCGM’s 309 employees are 
teachers, priests, church staff, social services employees, 
all of whom provide front line service to our community. 

All this is only possible due to the dedication, loyalty and 
hard work of our employees, and the countless volunteers 
and their incalculable and unpaid contribution.   This in-
cludes the Board of Directors, the various other boards 
and committees and individual volunteers serving all the 
HCGM’s many branches who are too numerous to men-
tion. 

I am also deeply appreciative for all our sponsors, finan-
cial supporters and to everyone who participates in what 
is beyond doubt the focal point of Hellenism in Greater 
Montreal.

From the bottom of my heart, I thank you all on my behalf 
and that of the Board of Directors. 

Nicholas T. Pagonis
President



HCGM AT A GLANCE
WHERE WE ARE 
GREEK POPULATION & HCGM SERVICES
Montreal Metropolitan Region (Greater Montreal) Map including Greek population by location.

HCGM AT A GLANCE

 

GREEK POPULATION BY LOCATION Population by 
Location 

Montreal Core (East, Centre, & Western Inner Suburbs, e.g. TMR, Lachine) 28 600 
West Island (Western Suburbs, e.g. Dorval, DDO, Pierrefonds, etc.) 7 500 
Laval 20 400 
North Shore (St. Eustache, Terrebonne, etc.) 2 600 
South Shore 6 400 
Vaudreuil-Soulanges 1 600 
Total 67 000 

WHAT WE DO 
GREEK POPULATION & HCGM SERVICES

The HCGM provides the population of Greek origin with a variety of services:

23,000
Members

Greeks in Greater Montreal: 
67,000.
Active HCGM members: 3,000
(in good standing).

309
Employees

work in all HCGM departments. Up 
to 488 including occasional and 
seasonal; 95% in front-line services.

1,272
Students

at École Socrates-Démosthène, from 
Pre-K to High School, attended the 
6 elementary campuses and 1 high 
school.

633
Students

attended the 7 Supplementary 
Education elementary and high 
school programs.

700
Sacraments

including 300 baptisms, 100 wed-
dings and 300 funerals in 6 HCGM 
Churches, including Liturgies, 
Services and Memorials.

3,746
People

in need such as the elderly and other 
vulnerable and sick were served at 
the 4 Social Services offices, includ-
ing distribution of 36,000 kg of food.

20
Groups

per week or over 1,000 per year in 
our 3 Sports Centers for basket-
ball, soccer, hockey and tourna-
ments, including 100 children at-
tending Summer Camps.

$251,224
Revenue

raised by the Fundraising Com-
mittee for school building im-
provements and financial aid for 
students.

$236,492
Revenue

raised by Magic Mission to help 
needy Greek families in Greece, in-
cluding food and clothing.

OTHER SERVICES 
BANQUET HALLS MONTREAL CENTRE FOR GREEK STUDIES GREEK LANGUAGE CERTIFICATION

CULTURAL INSTITUTE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CPEs & FOYER

HCGM national celebrations, re-
ceptions and outside rentals. 

Greek language for adults, both 
Greeks and non-Greeks.

Certificate of Attainment in the 
Greek language.

High quality Dances & Theatre per-
formances.

More than 15,000 books, maga-
zines and documents covering the 
history of Greeks of Montreal.

Affiliated organizations: 
6 Daycares and 1 Seniors Residence.

Source: 2016 Census, Statistics Canada



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 2017-2018  MAJOR PROJECTS 

REBUILDING
OF KOIMISIS TIS THEOTOKOU
CHURCH

THE GREEK IMMIGRANT STATUE
IN COOPERATION WITH
LYCEUM OF GREEK WOMEN OF MONTREAL
HELLENIC CONGRESS OF QUEBEC

RESTORATION PROJECT
OF SAINT GEORGE

CATHEDRAL
(Phase I)

2017-18 2016-17 2015-16 2014-15 2013-14

REVENUES* 15.82 15.99 15.67 16.04 16.10

OPERATING EXPENSES 16.20 16.13 15.43 16.84 16.10

OPERATING GAIN / (LOSS)* (0.38) (0.14) 0.24 (0.80) 0.00

KOIMISIS TIS THEOTOKOU CHURCH FIRE INSURANCE PROCEEDS 0.00 0.97 1.50 0.75 0.00

AMORTIZATION / DEPRECIATION EXPENSES (INCLUDED ABOVE) 0.84 0.71 0.69 0.67 0.64

CAPITAL EXPEDITURES / INVESTMENTS 2.48 3.24 0.67 0.84 0.28

SHORT & LONG TERM LOANS / CREDIT 1.13 1.17 (1.55) 0.63 (0.25)

NET CASH INCREASE / (DECREASE) (0.09) (0.04) 0.15 0.09 (0.02)

NOTE: SEE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR DETAILS 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

IN MILLION OF DOLLARS

*EXCLUDES PROCEEDS FROM KOIMISIS TIS THEOTOKOU CHURCH FIRE INSURANCE

 

SOCRATES-
DEMOSTHENE 

70% $12,294,755 
ATHLETICS 

1%  $219,675 

BANQUET 
FACILITIES  

1%  $208,705 

CHURCHES 
9% $1,503,306 

EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES 

2%  $350,731 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
2%  $292,812 

OTHER GENERAL & 
ADMIN 

15%  $2,711,472 

HCGM EXPENSES-2018                                                                                      
BY ACTIVITY $17,581,456 

 

 

SOCRATES-
DEMOSTHENE 

65%    $11,112,524 

ATHLETICS 
1%  $242,570 

BANQUET FACILITIES  
1%    $137,212 

CHURCHES 
7%  $1,305,124 

EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES-2% 

$379,957 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
2%   $287,721 

OTHER GENERAL & 
ADMI-22% 
$3,734,531              

HCGM REVENUES-2018                                                                          
BY ACTIVITY $17,199,639 

FINANCIAL COMMENTARY

The HCGM continues to provide excellent services to the 67,000 Greeks in Greater Montreal despite very tight financial constraints. 
The $2 million reduction of Quebec Government grants to our schools in the past few years and the fire and rebuilding of the Koimisis 
tis Theotokou church put excessive pressure on the HCGM’s finances. Members contributions and memberships have failed to close 
the gap. 

We are therefore in a very tight cash situation requiring the full credit available to us from Bank of Montreal, with no ability to borrow 
more. Our annual debt costs are $759,000 per year (interest and debt repayment).

At the same time, the HCGM is real estate rich but cash poor, requiring us to use our precious resources to maintain assets instead of 
benefitting from them. These assets have essentially become liabilities and must be reviewed and rationalized with a view to return-
ing the HCGM to a stable footing.



RECOGNITIONS

MAY DAY
WITH THE AMBASSADOR OF GREECE
H.E. DIMITRIOS AZEMOPOULOS

HELLENE OF THE YEAR
JUSTINE FRANGOULI-ARGYRIS

Journalist and Author

PHILHELLENE OF THE YEAR
TONY LOFFREDA
Vice Chairman
RBC Wealth Management

IN MEMORY OF
ELENI TSINALIS

DEDICATED VOLUNTEER 
WHO SPENT A LIFE

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

MAJOR DONORS
Afroditi Bakery

Alexander The Great Association
Amirali Lila Evangelia

Andreou Nicolas & Zoy
Angelina & Antonio Loffreda Foundation

Association Georgitsienne Mtl
Buffet Des Continents

Canaropa 
Centre Ville Volkswagen

Christopoulos S. & Nicolis A.
Drimaropoulos Mina
Economides George
Economides Sophia

G & N School Bus Services Inc
G & P Construction Cleaners 

Grivakis Ernest & Belle
Hadjinicolaou John
Hatzepetros Steven

Kamateros Paul
Kondonis Spiros

La Financiere EMD Inc
Lagopoulos Stavros

Lanvac 
Loupessis Gerasimos

Makris-Kounadis Mary
Manikis John 

Organisation Philanthropique St Eftychios
Paleokosta Anastasie

Papacostas Tassos
Papapanos Nick

Papathanakou Catherine Rena
Petropoulos Bomis & Assoc. Inc 

Poulis Harris
Priftakis L. Nicholas

Roditis Sotirios
Rossy Brian
Sayig Eleni

Spiliadis Dina
Starlight Furs 

Tsatas Nick
Tselios Peter

Tsitouras George
V And X Creations Ltd 

Valerianos Jim D.
Vasilios Tsiolis Foundation 

Xenos Dimitrios
Xistris George D.

Zoe Xenos-Kanatselis & Peter Xenos
Zouboulakis Ioannis & Ioanna



HCGM ADMINISTRATION HCGM MANAGEMENT

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

Nicholas Pagonis, President
Andreas Crilis, Executive Vice Presi-
dent
Zoi Batsis, Vice President, Secretary of 
Education
Aliki Georgiadou-Daher, Vice Pres-
ident, Secretary of Supplementary 
Education
Afroditi Mourelatos, Vice President 
Special Projects, Deputy Secretary of 
Public Relations
Haralambos Babaroutsis, General 
Secretary
Alexandros Vasilogiannis, Vice 
President, Chairman Montreal Regional 
Council, Secretary of Religious Affairs
Dennis Marinos, Vice President, 
Chairman of Laval Regional Council, 
Secretary of Athletics Affairs
Aphrodite Stathopoulos, Vice 
President, Chairman of South Shore 
Regional Council
Nicolaos Flouris, Executive Treasurer
Nikos Mitsopoulos, Chairman Board 
of Directors, Secretary of Personnel

SECRETARIES

Alexandre Paradissis, Vice-Chairman 
of the Board of Directors
Spyros Montzenigos, Secretary of 
Cultural Affairs, Deputy Secretary of 
Athletics Affairs
Eleni Tsinalis, Secretary of Social 
Services
Achilles Nikopoulos, Secretary of Real 
Estate and Procurement
Nick Papapanos, Secretary of Public 
Relations
Constantina Karvelas, Secretary of 
Marketing
Konstantinos Karzis, Secretary of 
Interrelations & Youth
George Labetis, Deputy Secretary of 
Education & Supplementary Education
Christos Petsinis, Deputy Secretary of 
Real Estate & Procurement
Apollo Retsinas, Deputy Secretary of 
Marketing

MEMBERS

Nick Arvanitis, Member
Konstantinos Douligeris, Member
Elie Makris, Member
Evangelos Toutoudakis, Member
Peter Tsokanos, Member

HCGM REGIONAL BOARDS

Regional Council of Montreal

Alexandros Vasilogiannis, Regional 
Chairman
Anastasios Tsolakos, Regional 
Vice-Chairman 
Giannis John Tsinas, Regional Secretary 
Pantelis Palioudakis, Regional Treasurer 
Costantinos Papafilis, Member 
John Hatzepetros, Member
Konstantinos Christodoulakis, Member 

Regional Council of Laval

Dennis Marinos, Regional Chairman
Panagiotis Rizis, Regional Vice-Chair-
man
Christos Mavrogiannis, Regional Sec-
retary 
Demetre Costopoulos, Regional Trea-
surer 
Irene Mavromatis, Member  
Constantin Kourembanas, Member 
Catherine Margonis, Member
Georgia Konstantopoulos, Member 
Tsamalidis Ioannis, Member

Regional Council of South Shore

Afrodite Stathopoulos, Regional 
Chairman
Anna Dimitrokalis, Regional Vice-Chair-
man
Margarita Sotiropoulos, Regional 
Secretary
Antonis Neocleous, Regional Treasurer
Irene Vasalos, Member
Anna Koliakos, Member
Demetrios Koliakos, Member 
Dimitrios Xenos, Member

HCGM ADVISORY BOARD

Gerry Kolaitis, Chairman
Voula Neofotistos, Secretary
Dr. Lila Amirali
Gerry Analytis
Basile Angelopoulos
Dimitrios Filippou
Dimitra Kostarides
Bill Balabanos, ex officio

HELLENIC SOCIAL SERVICES OF 
QUEBEC

Eleni Tsinalis, President
Maria Stamatelos, Vice President
Harry Babaroutsis, Treasurer
Apostolia Petropoulos, Secretary
Anna Dimitrokalis, 2nd Vice-President
Chrysanthi Diavatopoulos
Dr. Christos Karatzios
Angeliki Kritikos
Lidia Scalcos
Tania Togias
Denise Vourtzoumis

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

Stavros Tsinalis, President
George Koufalis, Vice President
Voula Ambelakiotis, Secretary
Tassos Papacostas, Treasurer

MAGIC MISSION

Vrissiis Mavrou-Paidoussis, President
Eva Mourelatou, Vice President
Katerina Spyropoulou, Secretary
Dimitra Gotsina, Executive Secretary
John Manikis, Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SENIOR MANAGEMENT 

Chris Adamopoulos, General Director 
École Socrates-Démosthène
Gerry Kolaitis, Chairman, Advisory 
Board 

MANAGEMENT

Andre Abella, Financial Controller
Harry Bistolas, Director Sports Center
Eleni Fakotakis, Director Social Ser-
vices
Steve Frangoulis, Director Sports 
Center
Demetre Georgantas, Director Mem-
bership
John Hadjinicolaou, Director Montreal 
Center for Greek Studies
Kaiti Kiryakidis, General Director Sup-
plementary Education
Fotis Komborozos, Director Greek 
Library of Montreal
Pantelis Papamichalopoulos, Director 
Banquet Facilities
Paris Petrou, Director Public Relations 
& Marketing
Eleni Sarridis, Director Real Estate and 
Procurement
Lemonia Strapatsas, Supervisor of 
Administrative services

ÉCOLE SOCRATES - 
DÉMOSTHÈNE PRINCIPALS
Georgia Tsakalis, Campus II - 
Primaire et Secondaire (Montreal)
Chris Filandrianos, III (Roxboro)
Diane Trudel, IV (South Shore)
Ghislaine Langlois, V  and Annex 
(Laval)
Chris Katiforis, Démosthène (Laval)

PRIESTS

V. R. Father Dimitrios Antonopoulos, 
St George Cathedral
V. R. Father Nektarios Monstratos, 
Holy Cross
R. Father George Nikiforakis, St- Jean 
Baptiste
R. Father Zisis Nterekas, St. Nicholas
R. Father Nicolaos Papageorgiou, 
Koimisis tis Theotokou
R. Father Charalampos Tzintis, Evan-
gelismos tis Theotokou



Please note that the following HCGM 2017-2018 
Financial Statements are also available on our 
website: hcgm.org. They have been audited by EY, 
a member of Ernst & Young Global Limited, one of 
the top accounting audit firms in the world.

ADDENDUM

















This document is a Press Release.
A PDF version is available online at hcgm.org

The HCGM produced the Activity Report. It is possible that it contains content and typographical errors.  
The Financial Statements have been produced in their entirety by EY and not altered in any way by the HCGM.

Designed and published by the HCGM Public Relations and Marketing Department. Director: Paris Petrou. 
Concept and Content: Gerry Kolaitis. 

Content and Editing: Margarita Mavromichalis.
Photographs by Videovibes, Harry Babaroutsis, Dimitris Papadopoulos, Paris Petrou, Getty Images. 

Used by permission.

HCGM President: Nicholas T. Pagonis

This document is provided for general information purposes only. 
©2018 Hellenic Community of Greater Montreal. All rights reserved.
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Every week with “To Vima” and “Ta Nea” 
Weekly Greek Newspapers

Subscribe to our monthly Newsletter.
Visit our website hcgm.org

facebook.com/TheHCGM/

instagram.com/thehcgm/

twitter.com/thehcgm




